Washburn During The Roaring Twenties-Part 2
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the Hudson River it was to
serve, the ferry was 102 feet
long, 33 feet wide, doubleended, with a propeller at
each end. The launching, on
Saturday June 25 1922, was to
be a big event with a traditiona! christening ceremony.
But fortune did not smile on
Washburn that day, for to the
disappointment of "thousands
of people" from Washburn
d th
ding
·
an
e surroun
region,
the launching was a failure.
After the customary bottle of
champagne
had
been
smashed against the bow, the
boat slid
· part way down the
ways and then stopped, stuck
fast because the ways had settied under the weight of the
boat. Efforts to move it were
.to no avail.' .and it.w.as over a
week before the boat was
finally pulled into the .water
by a tug boat. It was then
taken to Buffalo and through
the Erie Canal to the Hudson
River, where the superstructure was added. There were
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being a victim of the collapse
of the war-fueled shipping
boom in 1922, when the tonnage of merchant ships constructed was only 638 thousand.tons, down from 2.2 million tons in the previous year.

