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superintendent elected by 
the city council. Plans · 
were immediately made 
for improving the system, 
including the installation 
of a smaller efficient 
pump at the pump house 
and lining the reservoir 
with concrete and cover­
ing it with a screen that 
would allow sunlight to 
penetrate to the water but 
would keep out birds, 
insects, and debris (and 
rocks thrown in by mis­
chievous boys). A new 
pump may have be~n 
installed, but the reser­
voir : l;einained unlined 

. and uncovered until1971, 
when a new water supply 
system, with drilled wells 
and a new. reservoir, was 
constructed. 

Meanwhile the Lake 
Superior District Power. 
Company purchased the 
Washburn Electric Light 
and Power Company, tak­
ing over the task of pro­
viding the city with elec­
tricity. However, there 
was dissatisfaction With 
·the rates the company 
charged and with the 
street lighting it provided. 
A committee was appoint­
ed to investigate the pos­
sibility of constructing a 
power plant, but before it 
had completed its work, 
the city came to an l'tgree­
ment with the power com­
pany to provide adequate 
street lighting until 
1:30AM, and no more was 
heard of the fanciful idea 
of a municipal power 
plant on the Sioux River, 
at least for the time being. 


