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em State Bank." The Times 
came out strongly against two 
telephone systems, declaring 
that they were "likely t,o.prove 
a good deal of a nuisance to 
the people of the ·city" and 
recommending that the sub­
scribers of the two companies 
get together to decide which 
one they would patronize, but 
this never happened. 

Both COlfipanies moved 
their J)oles from Bayfield 
Street to the alleys as part of 
the 1916 paving project They 
also modernized their sys­
tems, installing central energy 
sources and automatic 
switchboards. With these two 
changes a customer need only 
lift the receiver off the hook 
and a device on the switch­
board would signal the opera­
tor to respond. When the 
operator connected the call­
ing party to the desired num­
ber, the telephone would 
automatically · ring there. 
While ·this system appears 
cumbersome today, at the 
time it was considered to be 
quite advanced (automatic 
dialing systems were avail­
able in some cities). The Wis­
consin Telephone System 
moved its central office to the 
second floor of- the 
Estabrook-Downs building, 
where it remained for many 
years. Washburn's two-tele­
phone system arrangement 
finally ended in December 
1919, when the plant of Bay­
field County Telephone Com­
-pany was consolidated with 
that of the WISConsin Tele­
phone Company. 


