
:: : . 

months you're eligible to go 
up for seaman second class. 
After our nine-day boot 
leave we returned to the 
training station, where we 
were put into different 
drafts to ships or other 
Naval stations. I consider 
myself lucky, as Robert 
Neuman, Billy ffiuhm and I 
were sent to the same ship, 
which was in Puget Sound 
Navy Yard at the time. We 
had a swell trip oilt there 
through the mountains, 
which I'll always remember. 
We came aboard ship on 
February 10, 1941, and were 
assigned to O'QI" respective 
divisions. We \eft the Navy 
Yard the latter part of Feb­
ruary for Long Beach, Cali­
fornia. En route to Long 

·Beach we ran into a terrible 
. s~qp. ·They claimed it was 
the worst in several years. 
Many of the fellows were a 
little down and out. We 
couldn't make much head­
way-in fact at times were 
going astern. Nevertheless 
we arrived in Long beach, 
two days behind schedule. 
We spent three weeks at 
Long Beach and then we 
sailed for the islands and 
arrived here March 25. 
We've been out on maneu­
vers off and on since our 
arrival here. After spending 
eight months in the Naval 

· service I was eligible to take 
examinations for seaman 
first cla8s, which I made 
recently." 


