- Historic names and locations

Apostle Islands—The
entrance to Chequa-
megon Bay is guarded
by the Apostles Islands
archipelago. Originally
thought to include only
12 islands (hence the
name), there are actually
22 islands. The larg-
est island is Madeline,
15,359.5 acres and the
smallest is Gull, 3.5
acres; total number of
acres of the 22 islands
is 54,464. An early
proposal was to name
the islands after states
and call the group the
“federation islands,”
but only two have state
names, (New) York and
Michigan. Madeline
Island was named after
the daughter of White
Crane, Chief of the Chip-
pewa at La Pointe. The
names of the other is-
lands reflect geographic
features or local tradi-
tions.

Bad River—Flows
northward into the Bad
River-Kakagan slough
that drains into Lake
Superior at the base of
Chequamegon Point.

barrens—A roughly
oval region of hilly sand .
soils, which caps the
Bayfield peninsula,
bounded by red clay
deposits laid down by -
glacial Lake Duluth.

Bayfield peninsula—
A highland created by
the Wisconsin glacier as
it retreated 10,000 years
ago, depositing on the
underlying ancient sand-
stone, as high as 600
feet, a mix of sand, clay,
gravel, and rocks scooped
up as it advanced from
the spreading center
near Hudson Bay.

Brink’s—The site of
Camp Brink, a summer
Civilian Conservation
Corps camp in the 1930s,
located on the former
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of the North American

Laurentide ice sheet that

covered much of Canada
and part of the northern
United States; it retreat-
ed (melted back) about
10,000 years ago.
Herbster—An un-
incorporated commu-
nity located on the north
coast of the Bayfield pen-
insula, probably founded
as a logging camp early
in the 20th century, said
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Brink family, on Forest
Road 236, west of CH 13.

Chequamegon
Bay—Lies in the Lake
Superior lowland, which
extends from about the
eastern border with
Michigan into Minneso-
ta. The Bayfield penin-
sula, forms the northern
boundary of the bay and
the Ashland plain, its
southern boundary.

Cornucopia—An
unincorporated com-
munity, on the north
shore of the Bayfield
Peninsula, founded in
1903, so named by early
settlers because of the
abundance of wild fruits,
grasses, and other veg-
etation in the vicinity.

Engoe—A grouping
of farms in the Town of
Washburn, settled about
1895, named for H.J. En-
goe, one of the original
settlers.

. Fish Creek—Flows
northeast, into a slough
that drains into the head
of the Chequamegon

Bay, just within the east-

ern boundary of Bayfield
County: .

- glacier—The Wis-

consin glacier was the

most recent advance

cook in the logging camp
named Herbst; a small
group of immigrants
from Holland were
among the early settlers.

-~ Houghton Point—A

prominent geographic
feature of the southern
coast of the Bayfield
Peninsula near the
mouth of Chequamegon
Bay, named for Douglas
Houghton, a geologist
‘who was an early explor-
er of the Chequamegon
Bay region; originally
+known as Prospect Point.

Lake Duluth—A
large lake of meltwater
that formed in front of
the Wisconsin glacier as
it retreated about 10,000
years ago. The lake laid
down a thick mantle
of red clay over the
Bayfield peninsula and
Ashland plain.
vMission Springs—
Located on the southern
shore of the bay, the
alleged site of chapels
supposed to have been
constructed by the
missionaries, Fathers
Claude Allouez and
Jacques Marquette in
1665 and 1669.

Moquah—A small
community in the Town
of Pilsen, name derived
from the Algonquian
name for bear; settled
about 1909.

Nash—A small settle-
ment in the Town of

Highway 13 curves south
at the head of Chequa-
megon Bay, founded in
1857-1858, named after
an official of the Omaha
Railroad Company; also
known as Shore’s Land-
ing.

Ondossagon—The
name of a school in the
Town of Barksdale, near
Nash, opened in 1917
and closed in 1990, and
of the surrounding rural

area.

Oulu—The Town of
Ouly, located on the
western boundary of
Bayfield County, settled
in 1904, named after a
city in Finland.

Penokee—A high-
land, or range, south of
Ashland, a continuation
of the Gogebic Range in
Michigan; the name is a
corruption of “pewabic,”
the Native American
word for iron.

Port Wing—An unin-
corporated community
on the north shore of
the Bayfield peninsula,
founded about 1890,
probably named after
Isaac Wing, a prominent
businessman in Bayfield.

reservations—The
treaty of 1854 between
the United States gov-
ernment and the Chip-
pewa Indians, signed at
La Pointe, established
two reservations, one at
Red Cliff at the tip of the
Bayfield peninsula for
Indians of Catholic per-
suasion, and another at
Bad River for all others.

rivers—In addition to
Bad River, Fish Creek,
and the Sioux River,
there are at least eleven
smaller rivers and creeks
between Chequamegon
Point and Port Wing

““that drain the highland

Smupdmg the Chequa-
megon Bay.
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Historic Names And Locations On Chequamegon Bay

Fish Creek—Drains from the moderate highlands southwest of Chequamegon Bay, flowing into the bay
through a wetland just with the eastern boundary of Bayfield County. It is believed that the first “house”
in Wisconsin—actually a primitive shelter—was constructed near the creek by Pierre Esprit Radisson
and Sieur des Groseilliers, the first Europeans to reach Chequamegon Bay in 1659.

Mission Springs—ILocated on the southeastern shore of the bay, the alleged site of chapels supposed to
have been constructed by the missionaries, Fathers Claude Allouez and Jacques Marquette in 1665 and
1669. A shrine, consisting of a stone alter with a niche in which was placed a state of “Our Lady of
Lourdes,” was dedicated on May 31 1925. The shrine is on private property at the end of the Mission
Springs road.

Houghton Point—A prominent geographic feature of the southwest coast of the Bayfield Peninsula at
the mouth of Chequamegon Bay, named for Douglas Houghton, a geologist who was an early explorer
of the Chequamegon Bay region; originally known as Prospect Point.

Houghton Town—Named for Douglas Houghton.

Barksdale Works—The Du Pont explosives plant erected between Washburn and Ashland in 1903,
named after Hamilton Barksdale, an executive of the du Pont Company. The row of (originally)
managers’ houses on the south side of Highway 13 near the plant’s main gate is also known as
Barksdale.

Red Cliff—The reservation established in 1854 for Catholic Native Americans; other Native Americans
went to a reservation at Bad River.

Penokee—The name of a highland, or range, south of Ashland, a continuation of the Gogebic Range in
Michigan; the name is a corruption of pewabic, the Native American word for iron.

Nash—Town of Barksdale, located where Highway 13 curves from northeast to south at the head of
Chequamegon Bay, founded in 1857-1858, named after an official of the Omaha Railroad Company,
also known as Shore’s Landing.

Oulu—Town of Oulu, located on the western boundary of Bayfield County, settled in 1904, named after
a city in Finland.

Moquah—A small community in the Town of Pilsen, named derived from the Algonquian name for
bear; settled about 1909.

Engoe—A grouping of farms in the Town of Washburn, settled about 1895, named for H.J. Engoe, one
of the original settlers.

Ondossagon—the name of a country school, located on the northeast corner of the intersection of
Ondossagon Road and Mission Spring Road, and of the surrounding farming region. Said to be a
variation of the Chippewa word “Ondossagom,” meaning “On this side of the lake.”



barrens—a roughly oval region of hilly sand soils, which caps the Bayfield peninsula, bounded by red
clay deposits laid down by glacial Lake Duluth.

Brink’s—the site of Camp Brink, a summer Civilian Conservation Corps camp in the 1930s, located on
the former homestead of the Ora Brink family, on Forest Road 236, west of CH 13.

Bayfield peninsula—a highland created by the Wisconsin glacier as it retreated 10,000 years ago,
depositing on the underlying ancient sandstone, as high as 600 feet, a mix of sand, clay, and rocks,
which it had scooped up as it advanced from the spreading center near Hudson Bay.

Lake Duluth—a large lake of meltwater that formed in front of the last glacier as it retreated about
10,000 years ago. It drained westward into Wisconsin and Minnesota. The lake laid down a thick
mantle of red clay over the Bayfield peninsula and Ashland plain.

Herbster—an unincorporated community located on the north coast of the Bayfield peninsula, probably
founded as a logging camp early in the 20th century, said to have been named for a cook in the logging
camp named Herbst; a small group of immigrants from Holland were among the early settlers.

Cornucopia—an unincorporated community located on the north shore of the Bayfield peninsula,
founded in 1903, so named because of the abundance of wild fruits, grasses, and other vegetation in the
vicinity.

Port Wing—an unincorporated community on the north shore of the Bayfield peninsula, founded about
1890, apparently named after Isaac Wing, a prominent businessman in Bayfield.

reservations—the treaty of 1854 between the United States government and the Chippewa Indians,
signed at La Pointe, established two “reservations,” one at Red CIliff at the northeastern tip of the
Bayfield peninsula for Indians of Catholic persuasion, and another at Bad River for all others (a few who
were allowed to remain at La Pointe).



