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ments were all but abandoned during the decade
of the 1860s. The census
of 1860 showed only 67
people living there with
82% of the dwellings
unoccupied.
The resurrection of
Ashland began after the
1871 railroad survey
confirmed that it would
be th:e Chequamegon
Bay terminus of what
was now (due to a name
change) the Wisconsin
Central Railroad. The
Ashland Weekly Press
noted that "Soon the
note of preparation was
sounded and many of the
old settlers again pitched
their tents in Ashland
and prepared for a new
trial of fortune." The
first to arrive at the site
in early or mid-October
was reported to have
been James A. Wilson,
a returning settler from
old Ashland. October
1871, then, can be taken
as the date of the birth
of the new Ashland.
Late that month, Hank
Fi.field, editor of the
Bayfield Press, made "a
flying trip to the prospective city of Ashland." He
found that construction
of a dock for Samuel
Vaughn was underway,
and heard a rumor
that "the old road from
Ashland to Bay City is to
be put in repair again."
Fi.field predicted that
"Undoubtedly before two
years pass by the population of Ashland county
will be several thousand,
as the W. C. R. R. is to
pass through it, and future developments at the
[Penokee] Iron Range
will cause many to seek
homes in that section."

