
The geography of the Chequamegon Bay -:. 

From the far · .· height untifreplaced -formed-by Whittle- Crane, Chief' ofdie · ·. 
northeastern once again by high sey and Fish Creeks Chippewa at La The highland 
end of the clay cliffs, with lower at the head of the Pointe. The names around the bay is 

..Jayfield peninsula, banks and ledges of bay. At-the head of the other islands drained by at least 
the coast consists sandstone. ofthebaythe coast reflect geographic 14 rivers and creeks 
mainly of sandstone At the city of Wash- curves around from features or local tra- between Chequa-
cliffs, heavily sculpt- burn, located along a_ the southwest to the ditions. megon "Bay and Port 
ed by wave action ·· . ~ . northeast, the Fish The Bayfield pen- . Wing. The largest of 
and overlain by clay. Creek wetland giving insula highland these are Fish Creek, 

Beginning at Red way to a broad sand wa~ cr~Et~~l,_by the which flows north-
Cliff the peninsula b~ach, then to clay Wisconsin glacier as east, into a slough 
highland presses -~liffs ten or m_2r~_feet it retreated 10,000 that drains into the· 
close to the coast, . high, which front the years ago, dep~siting head of the bay, just 
and just northeast ·site of Ashland on on the underlymg · within the eastern 
of Bayfield the rock ·the southern low- ancient sandstone, boundary of Bayfield 
cliff With its over- land. Farther along as high as 600 feet, County; the Sioux 
burden of clay rises the coast the clay a mix of sand, clay, River, formed by the 
to over one hundred cliffs give way to a gravel, and rocks Big Sioux and Little 
feet above the water, slough at the base of scooped up ·as it Sioux Rivers, which 
while Bayfield itself Chequamegon Point. advanced froni the flows eastward into 
is built on the steeplYlars ·J · Here the trend of spreading center a marsh that drains 
sloped flank of the La 't / .t1 · the coast turns from H d . B into the bay, between 
highland, which ' rson q l20 \I/ northeast to south- L:.k D~ s~h· ~y. Washburn and Bay-
extends to a low clay • h b t 1 east and is character-
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b nk t th t , as een a gues co um- . od l arge a e o me - R. hi h fl 
a a e wa er s nist for The County Journal ~ed by m erate ~ water that formed Iver, w c_ ows 

edge. Beyond Bay- tor many years. high clay banks With . fr t f th w· northward mto Lake 
field the sandstone - · underlying ledges m ?n f . e IS- Superior at the base 
cliffs reappear and ·. lowland strip and up of sandstone. From ?tonstm gtacdierbas t of Chequamegon 
0ntinue toward the the face of the pen- ·Marble Point to the ~Or~g~a e a ou Point. 

1:1outhwest, giving insula highland, the mouth of the Mon- Th' lakyef~sddgo. 
way just short of On- coast forms a wide treal River sandstone the. k e aitl ownf d 
· R' t hi h 1 b y d a 1c man e o re 1on 1ver o g c ay ay, an erventer bluffs once again 
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banks. Southwest of Bay, with low clay predominate. fi i~ over_ ~ ay-d 
Onion River there is cliffs and narrow The entrance to e penms . a an 
an extensive wetland beaches replaced at . Chequamegon Bay · As~and p~am. The 
formed by that river · its southwest margin is guarded by the penmsula IS capped 
and the Sioux River by a small marsh Apostles Islands ar- . by the barrens, a 
farther to southwest. where Thompson's chipelago. Originally. rou~hly ov~l shaped 
Beyond this wetland Creek enters the thought to include re~on of hilly sand 
there are clay banks bay. In the shal- only 12 islands . soils and potholes, 
and then sandstone low water along the (h th ) boun~ed b~ the clay 
liff: . , . ence e name ' deposits la1d down 

c s emerge agam shore there 1s a belt there are actually 22 b Lak Dul th Th 
to form a prominent of boulders carried islands. The largest Y e u · ~ 
headland, Hough- in by the glacier that island is Madeline, ~verage water level 
t~n Point. Here the have accumulated as 15,359.5 acres and mB C~equbame6g0on0 highland recedes the clay banks have the smallest is Gull, ay IS a out 
somewhat from the been eroded back by 3.5 acres; total num- feet ab?ve ~ea ~vel. 
coast, creating a the lake. Beyond her of acres of the 22 ~le~twfus m t d 
gradually sloped Thompson's Creek islands is 54,464. An ea Y rrowe . 
area, broad behind the coast is charac- early proposal was northeastern en~ of 
Houghton Point, but terized by clay banks to name the islands 
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narrowing where of varying heights after states and call a range up to •4 
the highland in- with sandstone the group the "fed- feet above sea level, 
trudes back to the banks or ledges at · eration islands," or about 835 feet 

:ast farther to the their bases. but only two have fbole the bay water 
southwest. Th~ At Bonus Creek state names, (New) eve· 
coast then contmues the highland recedes york and Michigan. 
with sandstone cliffs from the coast form- Madeline Island 
ten or more feet in . ing a broad lowland was named after the 
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